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Selling Sex 


‘Give me a child until he is seven and he will be mine for life’, is 
reputedly a saying of the Jesuits. But by the age of seven most 
of us have recevied our education from other masters: the 
television presenters, the film-makers and the advertisers. The 
lessons we receive at their hands are numerous, but none are so 
indelible as those concerning sex. 


A slim youth lies bronzing himself under the midday sun, in a 
silent Mediterranean bay. A motor boat sears with aggressive 
vitality across the sheer blue sea and into the shore. Out steps a 
tall muscular man who gazes smoulderingly at the sleeping 
beauty. Leaning into his boat he plucks out two glasses and a 
bottle of spirits — the camera lingers over the label .. . The man 
stands over the youth, enveloping him in his enlongated shadow. 
The youth, feeling a sudden chill, awakes, and their eyes meet. 
The youth accepts a glass from the man, and their fingers touch. 
As the sun begins to set they walk together towards the boat, 
and pause for a moment, silhouetted sharply against the 
horizon. Then they get in and the boat zooms into life and 
sweeps out of the bay, the youth smiling mutely up at the 
rugged features of his captor, who caresses his face as the shot 
fades. 


Amused? Disgusted? Every day we are bombarded by images 
such as these: the only difference is that the bronzed youth is a 
young woman. We are so conditioned by the suggestions flung 
at us that their assumptions have become ours and we don’t 
even notice what we are being taught. For the message of the 
advertising world is that women, like goods, are there to be 
bought. Glamorous bikini beauties drape themselves over flash 
cars; elegant sophisticates are won over by gold jewellery — even 
by a box of chocolates. 


It is a truism that the ad man’s view of the world is 
irredeemably macho: that strength and power are the preserve 
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of the men and that their women are beautiful and always 
submissive. But less obvious is the fact that the commercialism 
which is the basis of our society has become the basis of our 
sexuality. We mock the overt sexism of the past, when women’s 
place was in the home and when they were openly described as 
‘the weaker sex’ ; yet it is only in recent years that this 
prostitution of women for commercial gain has become such an 
accepted and flaunted part of Western society. 


And if you were either amused or disgusted, your reaction 
reveals something more about our assumptions. As members of 
the gay community frequently point out, they have nothing to 
gain in the world’s eyes by being homosexual. The fear that 
writing and speaking openly about homosexual relationships 
will somehow encourage ‘normal’ people to ‘convert’ flies in the 
face of facts. So glaring is the prejudice, so much are you 
required to hide if you are gay, that the odds would clearly be 
against such a life if there was in fact any choice in the matter. 
Gay people are still the butt of numerous jokes ; worse, they are 
the object of hatred and violence because responsibility for 
the plague of AIDS has been laid at their door. Yet in these 
times, what we need is not condemnation, but compassion 
for the group that is suffering the most. 


Advertising is now being harnessed to put across a different 
message. The AIDS warnings and commercials are explicit, 
and rightly so — the stakes are high. But still, every day, the 
implicit prostitution of women and the commercialisation of 
sex flickers past our eyes unnoticed. The message is still so 
terrifyingly misleading : homosexuality is unusual and perverse, 
sex is dangerous, sex is glamourous, women are objects waiting 
to be purchased. Do we really trust our educational masters? 


Judith Rice 
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In the second of this series, in 
which Sue Biggerstaff examines the 
nature of prejudice, she talks to a 
member of the gay community. All 
quotes are attributable to him, 
although he prefers to remain 
anonymous. 


‘I live in a culture that is not mine. I am afraid to hold my lover's 
hand when we walk in the street. Afraid, not because I think it is 


wrong or evil. I am proud to be gay. I am afraid because I don't 
know who'll be behind me. Maybe it'll be a cop who will want to 
arrest me or maybe just some guy who'll want to prove he’s a man.’ 


Forced to love 
In secret 


Some time ago, at a project leaders’ training weekend organised 
by Toc H, the group did a role-playing exercise. They were 
asked to consider what sort of problems might occur on a 
project and how they would deal with them. Somebody 
suggested that the project leader might turn out to be gay. One 
of the lads took on the part and immediately transformed 
himself into a John-Inman-type character, limp-wristed with a 
funny walk, brandishing a container of delicately perfumed 
talcum powder. The act amused most of his colleagues, but he 
soon found out that he was not representing a typical 
homosexual. One member of the group suddenly stormed out of 
the room. He was angry because he was gay and resented the 
way in which his sexuality was being portrayed. 


Effeminacy in men is something which many of us find 
amusing. A ‘camp’ act on the television will often bring forth 
riotous laughter from the audience. After all, it’s safe to laugh, 
for the person on stage is only acting; he’s making a joke at the 
expense of a group in society which is generally abhorred. To 
most people, homosexuality is totally unacceptable and their 
views on this are becoming more and more extreme. 


Homosexuality is surrounded by myths. Gays are branded as 
child molesters, as pursuers of ‘anything in trousers’, as the root 
of all evil. Such myths, which many people genuinely believe, 
usually stem from the mouths of ill-informed bigots who 
advocate that homosexuality is unnatural. During my time at 
university, | was frequently amazed at the views expressed by 
male friends whenever the subject of gays came into our 
conversations. Their basic fear was usually disguised as repulsion 
and disgust, as they voiced such opinions as ‘all benders should 
be castrated’ or ‘deported’ or ‘used instead of animals in 
scientific experiments’. Joking did not come into it, for they 
were quite serious, vehemently believing that their suggestions 
were reasonable and justifiable. 


AIDS, the so-called ‘wrath of God’ is undoubtedly a real threat 
to mankind and has succeeded in evoking paranoia about and 
renewed persecution of homosexuals. The gay population feels 
that it is being uscd as a scapegoat, in order to make the 
heterosexual community feel more at ease with its conscience. 


The Village Voice 
Weekly Newspaper of New York, 1970 


‘Everything and everbody conspires to prevent a gay person 
from developing a stable relationship with a permanent partner. 
Consequently, some will indulgé in anonymous sex. It would be 
very wrong, however, to assume that a large percentage follows 
this course. A lot of homosexuals are only interested in having 
nice, steady, loving relationships, of the type which 
heterosexuals claim to seek.’ 


Racism and sexism will often be publicly condemned, yet it still 
seems to be acceptable to hold prejudice against homosexuals. 
And it is interesting that the condemnation directed at gay men 
is far stronger than that which is aimed at lesbian women. 
British law states that homosexuality is not a crime, so long as a 
man is over 21, isn’t in the Services or the Merchant Navy, 
doesn’t live on the Isle of Man or in the Channel Islands, and 
conducts his affairs in total privacy. The law makes no mention 
of gay women. Why? ‘Because men perceive homosexuality as a 
threat to their macho image. Social power does not lie with 
women — it never has. History is written by men. Therefore, 
they can afford to push lesbianism into the background.’ 


The current environment is one which depresses the gay 
population as a whole and thus has made them become more 
introverted. A few years ago they were much keener to publicise 
their homosexuality and to be openly proud of it. “But it gets 
you down. Now I’ve become choosy about who I tell, whereas I 
used to be quite open about it. I would wear a Gay Lib. badge 
and hope that someone would question me about it so that I 
could explain. And when I came across homophobia — 
especially in children — I would try to rationalise it with them. 
But families tend to have inbuilt attitudes which cannot be 
easily dismantled.’ 


And the situation is getting worse, especially in the light of the 
proposed Local Government Bill which is expected to come into 
force on Wednesday 1 June. On Saturday 20 February, the 
largest demonstration ever held by homosexuals in Britain took 
place in Manchester. The organisers claimed that more than 
20,000 men and women, including heterosexuals, took part. 
They were protesting about Clause 28, which seeks to ban the 
promotion of homosexuality in schools and elsewhere. On 
Sunday morning, one of the leading quality newspapers only 
deemed the event worthy ofa few lines, tucked away on one of 
its inside pages. And the accompanying photograph immediately 
trivialised the issue; as far as ] could see, it was chosen because 
Peter Tatchell had an unfortunate ‘camp’ look about him and 
Michael Cashman happened to be pouting. The significance of 
the march was immediately lost. 
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Stereotyping is something which homosexuals have had to come 
to terms with. The image of gay men and gay women, as 
portrayed in the media, is rarely of a positive nature. Al] too 
often they are made into virtual criminals or objects of ridicule. 
‘You can never get away from heterosexual conditioning. All 
television advertising is geared for the straight couple. 
Occasionally you get the token programmes on Channel 4, and 
it seems to have become fashionable for the soaps to throw a 
couple of gays in amongst the conventional sorts of characters. 
But that’s about it.’ Thus, some find it difficult to come to 
terms with their sexuality. They can acknowledge it and they 
can be rational about it. But it’s hard to accept the way you are 
when those around you shower you with condemnation. Any 
human being is bound to be affected by social attitudes. ‘7 
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THE PINK 
TRIANGLE 


Sue Biggerstaff 


The German Holocaust is commonly associated with the 
extermination of more than six million Jews. Indeed, 
approximately 95% of the Jewish population in the occupied 
territories were murdered in places like Belsen, Dachau and 
Auschwitz. But Hitler’s policy of genocide did not end there. 
The fate of thousands of homosexuals who were similarly 
herded into concentration camps is not realised by many people 
today. Their suffering has not been forgotten, so much as 
suppressed and ignored by the German and Allied governments 
of post-war years. 


All prisoners in the camps had a coloured cloth triangle sewn 
onto their uniforms to denote their offence or origin: yellow 
was for Jews, green for criminals, blue for emigrants, red for 
politicals, brown for gypsies, purple for Jehovah’s Witnesses 

. .and pink signified homosexuality. But the pink triangle was 
a few centimetres bigger than all the others, so that the wearers 
were instantly recognisable, even from a distance. They were 
segregated from their fellow prisoners and were regarded by the 
camp authorities as ‘the lowest of the low’. They thus received 
very distinct, brutally horrific treatment at the hands of sadistic 
perverts. 


Yet their names were omitted from memorials erected to the 
victims of Nazism. For in 1945, male homosexuality was still a 
crime in the United States, in Britain and in the Soviet Union. 
Obviously their suffering was not deemed worthy of public 
acknowledgement. 1949 saw the establishment of the Federal 
Republic, which quickly granted financial compensation to 
survivors of the concentration camps. This was paid out to all 
those persecuted on the grounds of race or conscience. But the 
homosexual victims of the Third Reich received nothing. 
Although their treatment contravened all the boundaries of Nazi 
Jaw, they were stil] regarded as criminals. 


It is impossible to say how many homosexuals died between 
1939 and 1945, as all records were burnt by the SS when the 
Fuhrer’s defeat became imminent. However, during the 12 years 
of Nazi rule, nearly 50,000 men were arrested under Paragraph 
175 of the penal code, which stated that homosexuality was 4 
criminal offence. Most of these were sent off to the camps 
without fair trial. It is estimated that the final total of deaths 
must have reached several tens of thousands. 


Recommended reading: 


The Men with the Pink Triangle 
by Heinz Heger 
[GMP Publishers Ltd, 1980.] 
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Last night a good friend of mine had a party. She wasn’t 
expecting it. She just opened the door, turned on the light and 

. Surprise! her kitchen was full of friends with bottles in 
hand. The stereo was turned up, refreshments devoured and 
good times had by all. Unknown to Helen, this party had been 
planned some weeks ago. 


So, why am I writing about this? Well, I was reminded last night 
that parties are a very good thing. A marvellous excuse to get 
people together and celebrate. 


Plans for the 25 Years of Projects celebrations are going well. 
Like all good party planning there is an air both of anxiety 
(‘Will people come?’ and ‘What will happen if . . .?’) and 
excitement (‘ Yes! It’s going to be very good . . .”). 


Helen’s party was a success because her friends were there. That 
was important. Perhaps it didn’t matter so much why (she-was 
given a birthday card although it was a house moving party!) 
but it did matter that they were there. 


In September the local and national press will be turning its 
attention towards Toc H. And we would like to have as many 
events as possible to interest them. However you want to 
celebrate 25 Years of Projects, do it then! but start planning 
it now. We’re only having this celebration once, so let’s use it. 
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No Gatecrashers...... _ 


Look in the 1988 Project Book at Project No.79 : 24 volunteers 
will be travelling around Britain inviting the public to find 
out more about Toc H. They will be visiting Newcastle, 
Edinburgh, Liverpool, Birmingham, Cardiff, Bristol and 
London. Even if you don’t live near one of these cities you can 
still be very much part of the celebrations... f 


If you would like to do something but are not sure just what to 
do, or if you have ideas that you would like to pass on, then 
please phone me; David Harrison on 0272 (Bristol) 237564. 1 
do want to hear from you. It is impossible to gate-crash this 
celebration — everyone is invited! 


After 
fend 
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Back in 1944, in a barrack room on an Air Force station, in 
what was then called Southern Rhodesia, two airmen in beds on 
either side of mine used to wage a political battle of words in 
the evenings, quite literally over the top of me. Their battle was 
fierce and unceasing in those non-working hours, except for 
Tuesday evenings. On Tuesday evenings it was quite different, as 
there seemed to be an agreed ‘ceasefire’: they got ready, and 
went off amicably together to some unspecified destination, for 
some unspecified purpose. I was curious and, eventually, my 
curiosity got the better of me. So, one Tuesday evening I asked, 
as innocently as possible, ‘Where are you two off to then?’ The 
reply I received was more direct than I had expected. ‘If youre 
really interested, perhaps you'd like to come with us.’ That was 
how I attended my first traditional Toc H branch meeting and 
how I came into Toc H membership, with my two friends as my 
sponsors. (An example of the effective use of the ‘plus one’ 
method of extension which Central Council adopted last year!). 


Looking back on that turning point in my life I have recently 
been trying to analyse what it was that I was invited to join all 
those years ago, and why it is that I’m still drawn back to it 
again and again. I was invited to share in an exciting and 
challenging group experience in the locality in which I was 
living. It was only much later that I was to share in an equally 
exciting and challenging residential experience (which was also 
a group experience of a different kind) when ] became a 
resident of Talbot House, in what was then called Salisbury. On 
many occasions after I returned to England I was to have 
residential experiences at Dor Knap and other centres. These 
were times of refreshment and revitalisation which renewed my 
enthusiasm for further group experiences in my local branch. 


I suspect that what I have outlined above has been the pattern 
for many who, like me, have been traditional Toc H branch 
members. For us the group experience came first and was 
renewed by periodic and refreshing residential experiences. 
This is clearly not the pattern today for those who come to 
Toc H through the project scene. 
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We do not often discuss pornography at Toc H meetings, but 
the 1987 Central Council was an occasion when we did. There 
was a brief and highly charged discussion about the sort of 
magazines we should, and should not, be selling in our clubs in 
Germany. There has always been a line below which we do not 
go, but it was quite clear that Council felt the line was wrong. It 
will be raised. 


‘There was a clear consensus 
that it was wrong, but there was 
not much clarity about why.’ 


Those who spoke powerfully at Council on the matter did so 
from various positions. One spoke from a woman’s perspective ; 
another as a mother; others from less defined positions. In fact, 
there was a clear consensus that it was wrong, and unacceptable, 
but there was not much clarity about why. It seems the sort of 
question that we need to be clear about, so we take up a stance 
which is clearly thought out, and not just the product of a wave 
of disgust and revulsion. It is not sufficient that we don’t 
happen to like it, or are embarrassed by it, or revolted by it — 
because there are others who disagree. If, as a movement which 


prides itself on being a wide mixture of people and taste, we ban 
anything, there must be a clear, positive reason why. 

We do seem to live in a world which always seems more ready to 
be against things than for things. Most of the fashionable 
protests of the day are anti this and anti that, and it sometimes 
looks as if people are clearer what they are not for than what 
they do stand for. Toc H must be careful not to be lured into 
fashionable but sterile negativism, but must spell out exactly 
what it does stand for, and what values it seeks to promote. 
Only then can we properly reject things that erode those values, 


‘Every person is a 
uniquely spiritual creation.’ 


So why not pornography? The answer lies in the challenge 
heard at Council, as to whether a ‘Christian organisation’ should 
be selling certain magazines. Whether or not we settle for the 
phrase ‘Christian organisation’ (and some of us would be 
reluctant to use it) it is perfectly clear that the values on which 
this movement is based are Christian values. They may not be 
exclusively Christian, and if they are shared more widely, that’s 


E Continued from previous page 


Project volunteers mostly come to the residential experience 
first and, for many of them, it is their only involvement. 
Frequently they deliberately choose a project that is far distant 
from the locality in which they live, so there is little or no local 
involvement for them in Toc H. Personally, I accept that project 
yolunteers do not want to link up with local Toc H branches 
and ] accept that the regularity of weekly meetings of the 
traditional kind are not for such volunteers. However, there are 
examples of some new local groups in which volunteers have 
been ‘building bravely’ a tremendous record of fellowship and 
service in their own locality. These local group experiences and 
those in the traditional branches are, in my terms, equally valid 
as expressions of Toc H. 


At a time when Toc H has committed itself to project 
development as one of its priorities into the 1990s, perhaps we 
might profitably look again at that vexed question, ‘after 
projects, what?’ When our National and Regional Project 
Co-ordinators and our Project Development Staff are fully 
operational, we should be able easily to identify concentrations 


of volunteers in some areas. Perhaps, then, we should turn more 
attention to the setting up of local groups in which volunteers 
concentrated in one locality can be invited to share and become 
active. Who knows, perhaps from such local group experiences 
our membership will increase (if membership of such groups 
reaches four members or more than, in the terms of the motion 
agreed dt the 1987 Central Council, such groups could now be 
recognised as branches). Is this a path forward both to increased 
membership and increased numbers of branches? 


l am convinced of the need for both the residential and the local 
group experience, and don’t feel that it matters at all which way 
round they come. But I am also convinced of the need for 
involvement in local groups if we are to retain the enthusiasm 


of project volunteers after their initial residential experience 15 
over. 


Please let me know if you see what I am suggesting as a possible 


way of reversing the decline in both membership and in i 
number of active local branches. 


[| a Dunford is a member of the Central Executive 
ommittee of Toc H. He lives in Birmingham. 
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Which of these should we sell? 


great — but it does not alter the fact that they are Christian 
values, and they are deeply rooted in Toc H. Fundamental to 
them is the Christian view of the nature, and importance, of the 
individual, and that is that every person is a uniquely spiritual 
creation, and has the potential to be a unique channel of Love. 
That is echoed in the ceremony of Light when we say ‘we are 
called to be instruments of God's will.’ If every individual is 
such, then clearly he or she is of profound significance and 
value. 


It follows from that that any representation of any person, or 
group, as less than that is unacceptable. The representation of a 
person (almost always women but, alas, sometimes children of 
both sexes) as solely an object for the sexual gratification of 
another is degrading, devaluing, and in direct conflict with what 
we proclaim. It is on that basis that we should say, clearly, that 
pornography is not on, is unacceptable, and has no place in 
Toc H. Dare I risk saying that this is not primarily, a ‘woman’s 
issue’? It is that, but it is even more a human issue, which 
touches the deepest beliefs we have about the purpose of life, 
and the significance of the individual. 


This firm affirmation of the value of the individual is subject to 
many onslaughts today, of which pornography is but one. The 
view we hold is the basis on which we flatly reject racial 
discrimination, intolerance and persecution. It is the basis on 
which we should reject any treatment of people that devalues 
them, and that includes anything that suggests that any person 
may be used just as an object for the use of another, whether 
that other is seeking political power, commercial profit, military 
glory or whatever. I personally feel that some of the war comics 
and horror comics that are sold are just as obscene as any 


Photo: Sue Biggerstaff 


pornography, but we are still too close to Falklands flag-waving 
to be able to see it. 


‘We are engaged in 
building a revolution.’ 


Our view of the individual should lead us into fields far more 
dangerous and risky than just the banning of magazines. I would 
dare to guess that it was these values that underlay Peter East’s 
move to Bangladesh. It is these values that made us plan a 
project development programme that is intended to reach those 
in groups that our society consistently devalues and degrades. It 
is these values that underpin the work of friendship circles, 
which try to ensure that those labelled ‘mentally ill’ are 
revalued in the sight of both society, and themselves. It is the 
same values that over the years have led many Toc H members 
into Africa, to work with those suffering from leprosy, into 
prisons, into soup kitchens, onto gypsy sites, and to thousands 
of other places where there was a need to testify to the value of 
those that society devalued. 


We may finish up banning dirty magazines, but let us be clear 
that that is because we are for something far bigger, far more 
challenging, and far more profound. We are engaged in building 
a revolution, at the end of which all may see the other as an 
individual of incalculable and unique value, because of 
everyone’s potential to be a channel of a unique and 
uncalculating Love. 


W John Mitchell is the Director of Toc H. 
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Clare Smythson 


When does the naked female form become offensive 
and who decides? For Clare Smythson the dividing line 
was clear, until ‘Mavis’ stirred up an aggressive new 
interest in Toc H. 


Are you offended by naked female shop window dummies? 
Until a short time ago I had never met anybody who was. To me 
a shop mannequin is a mere ‘clothes hanger’, and her female 
form is simply mechanical and functional, with no sexual 
implication. 1 would never have believed that anyone could 
possibly find such a dummy offensive. 


One Thursday in October, I went along to Essex University to 
set up a small Toc H display stall. Sue Biggerstaff, Point 3’s 
‘roving reporter’ came along to give me a hand. Leaflets, picture 
boards, magazines, newsletters and photos we had in abundance. 
But all University display stalls have these things. What we 
needed was something a bit ‘different’ — something to make us 
; stand out. And what better than Mavis, who has always 
N attracted amused attention wherever she goes? Mavis is my 
` lovingly hand painted shop window dummy. She is also an 


Students taking an active interest in Toc H work. 
i == 
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example of Toc H work: Clacton MIND had asked me to 
obtain some mannequins to be painted in like manner by the 
patients of Severalls Hospital for the Mentally Ill. Unfortunately 
though, Mavis, equipped with breasts and hips, is 
unquestionably female, and is clad only in several coats of 
paint (and a hat). 


When we arrived at the University, we carried Mavis along the 
corridors, and the students greeted her with laughter. This was 
the effect she was intended to produce, and always has 
produced. But no sooner had we set her up by our stall, than we 
were surrounded by about fifteen members of the Socialist 
Workers’ Party: men, some women and some of uncertain 
identity. They greeted us with shouts of: — ‘Don’t you think 
that’s sexist?” 


Sue and I, both astonished, consulted. ‘No.”’ 
‘Well, it is.’ 
| ‘Why?’ 


| This last question forced them to withdraw and confer. On their 
return, their attack was led by a very glamorous red-headed girl, 
whose heavy make-up and exceedingly tight jeans did not 
immediately lead you to recognise her as an ardent feminist. She 
shouted at some length about rape statistics and the abuse of 
women, backed up by howls of wrath from the others. We 
(calmly and politely) explained that we did not believe that a 
painted shop window dummy could possibly affect Britain’s 
rape statistics. But they demanded that Mavis be removed. We 
explained that we would only do this if they could prove that 
ordinary students were offended by her. They then withdrew 
around the corner, and abducted several first year students, who 
were sent over to us to complain. Again, none of them could 
advance a reason as to why Mavis was offensive. Finally, a 
concerted attack was made by the Socialist Workers, who sent a 
posse of men to shout at us and to gesticulate wildly. We 
innocently enquired how it was possible for a group of men to 
tell two women what they should be offended by — to which 
they had no reply. 


They seized her and 
tried to drag her away 


By now realising that we were not to be won over, the whole 
group of them decided to concentrate on Mavis herself. They 
threw her hat to the ground and trampled on it, then they 
seized her and tried to drag her away. In the process they threw 
her against a concrete pillar, and chipped her paint very badly. 
Furious, and fearing for her safety, | tried to intervene, and was 
promptly hit in the face by one of the militant women. I was 
about to remove Mavis’s arm and hit her over the head with it, 
when I pictured our General Secretary’s reaction to such an 
incident, and managed to restrain myself. Sue, meanwhile, had 
armed herself with her camera, and was frantically taking 
pictures of: ‘Students take an interest in Toc H work’! 


Finally, Mavis and I were released. We told them that, as we 
were here on the Dean’s authority, we would remove Mavis only 
at his request. Following another conference they retired — 
though not before giving us a coat to cover Mavis up with! Ten 
minutes later, a secretary arrived from the Dean’s office, 
red-faced and very apologetic, to ask us to remove Mavis: 
‘ . . although I really don’t know why they're complaining. I 
think she’s lovely! I’m really very sorry about this...’ 


But by this time we were due to leave anyway, and so we were 
happily able to avoid satisfying the Socialist Workers. They 
gave us a parting present: a coat for Mavis’s future use! This has 
since gone into a Toc H jumble sale, and I’m sure that the 
Socialist Workers will be pleased to know that they have helped 
to swell Toc H funds. 
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But the incident left me with certain questions in my mind. 
Where do you draw the line — who decides what is offensive and 
how far should they impose their will on others? 


I am offended hy 
‘Page 3 Girls’ 


For me, one of the saddest factors in today’s society is that the 
natural beauty of the female form is so frequently represented 
in such a manner as to offend, whether with, or without, 
intention. I, like many others, am offended by the presentation 
of ‘Page 3 Girls’ — the implication that women are ‘there for 
the taking’; passive creatures, existing only for the titilation and 
pleasure of men. Although I realise that many, including some 
women, do not think these pictures carry such implications, it is 
my belief that they not only offend many, but also greatly 
injure the position of women in our society. I do not believe 
that ‘girly’ pictures and magazines directly contribute to the 
assault and rape of women. However, I do believe that they 
contribute to rape and assault indirectly, because they present 
women in a stereotyped and subordinate manner. The women 
photographed are shown merely as objects. The primary motive 
for rape is not so much sexual gratification as violence, and a 
man feels justified in venting his anger on a woman because he 
has come to see her as an inferior being. 


For these reasons, therefore, I joined in the comdemnation at 
Central Council of the sale in Toc H BAOR shops of soft-porn 
magazines. As Toc H pledges itself: ‘ro lessen by habit of 
thought, word and deed, the prejudices which divide men’, how 
can it justify its practice of selling such material which so 
detrimentally divides men from women? For me the issue is 
clear — I am deeply offended by such magazines. But Mavis ? 
No. Surely nobody could be offended by a shop dummy? 


Clare Smythson is a Long Term Volunteer with Toc H, 
based in Ipswich. 
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your 
letters 


We reserve the right to edit letters. 
Only letters with full name and address 
will be considered for publication. 


South Africa 


The following statement has been 
received from the Toc H South African 
Executive. 


Toc H SA views with grave concern the 
move by some members of Toc H UK to 
submit to politically motivated pressure 


groups, and feels strongly that it would 


be well for Toc H UK to + 
‘reckoning nothing of the wo re 
opinion’ and take more seriously the 
Four Points of the Compass and the Main 
Resolution. s 

Toc H SA is ‘Everyman’s Club 
and endeavours to accommodate all 
people, irrespective of race, colour or 
political persuasion, who accept the 
principles of the movement. In the past 
Toc H SA has had on various occasions to 
withstand the pressure groups — of 
politically extreme left and right 
movements, but has at cost resisted being 
drawn into the political arena. The 
responsibility of Toc H is surely to ‘listen 
now and always for the voice of God’, 
and to show forth in its life, work and 
relationships the practical Christian way ; 
not being conditioned by the urging of 
political groups. 


Toc H SA, while not in any way 
satisfied with the progress made in 
building bridges across the many divisions 
in this country, will continue its efforts 
to live by the standards of the Main 
Resolution. There is much that members 
can do to break down barriers between 
people without becoming involved jp 
taking a political stance. 

Whereas every individual op 
member of Toc H should have the right 
to talk to whosoever they like, Toc H SA 
as a body will keep out of the political 
arena. Toc H UK, if it is not to be 
responsible for destroying the 
international family spirit that still keeps 
the Lamp burning brightly, particularly in 
this dark continent, is urged to do 
likewise. 


(signed) Alf Coates 
Acting President and Director 
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Toc H and South Africa 


Perhaps it’s not surprising that the 
International Year of Peace — remember 
it? — should have failed to make much 
lasting impact. Many would probably 
now find it difficult to remember the 
four principal themes which the 
organisers suggested. The most 
challenging of them was the principal of 
Peace with Justice. because it brought 
home the realisation that peace at any 
price is no peace at ail, and that peace 
without justice is quite simply an unjust 
peace, achieved by manipulation, or more 
often by brutal oppression. To support 
the present regime in South Africa is, 
without question, to support that kind of 
gross injustice, and clearly Toc H should 
have no part of that. However, while it 
may appear to improve matters for a 
while, it is no answer to simply exchange 
one injustice for another. To side with 
those who use terrorism and violence is to 
support injustice every bit as much as it 
would be if one were to align with a cruel 
and unjust regime. We must work with 
everything we have to encourage those 
who genuinely desire peace with justice 
to hold to the way of love. 

Persisting with the way of love is 
the most costly way of all. It costs the 
derision of the rest of the world, it can 
cost growing isolation from the 
‘respectable’ world, and the harsh 
contempt of the zealots among us. It can 
lose us our friends, and even make us 
fresh enemies. But the argument that 
armed conflict is inevitable and should 
therefore be allowed to happen while it is 
stil] ‘containable’, though a persuasive 
one, is one that love will not permit. The 
Gospels are quite clear that Jesus himself 
wrestled with this problem: “Do you not 
think that I could even now call to my 
Father, and he will not immediately send 
me more than twelve legions of angels?’ 
he asked those who arrested him. Yet his 
decision was to hold to the way of love, 
even though it led him to the cross. 
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To withdraw the support of our 
love and our friendship from those in 
South Africa who may be failing in a 
battle that we have never even engaged in 
would be a sad hypocrisy. Rather, we 
should be doing all that we can to engage 
alongside them in that struggle to love 
widely and courageously which is both 
their struggle and ours. If they fail it must 
not be because we, like Pilate, have 
washed our hands of them. No doubt to 
withdraw from South Africa would win 
us some popular approval. It may ensure 
that we don’t jeopardise our links — 
valuable links— with other organisations. 
But it would be at the cost of the most 
serious damage to our integrity as a 
movement, 

So what are we to do? It seems 
clear, from all that has been written, that 
Toc H in South Africa is finding things 
increasingly difficult in a situation where 


the difficulties already seemed 
insurmountable. Our first and most 
serious duty is of committed and 


informed prayer for Toc H in South 
Africa. That must be more than just the 
quick mention of a few names once a 
month, so we must take the trouble to 
get to know the people and situations for 
whom we are praying. 

Second we must recognise that 
Toc H SA is very small, even by our own 
standards. Such a small group needs to 
find others with whom it can make 
common cause. One way to gather such 
Support may well be to forge much 
stronger links with the Churches. Leaders 
of the Anglican Church in South Africa 
will be here for the Lambeth Conference 
in the autumn — perhaps that would allow 
an opportunity for Toc H UK to share its 
concerns and look for a way forward? 

Finally, if all this is to mean 
anything at all, we must look to 
ourselves. We have no business whatever 
judging Toc H SA when our own record 
is so abysmal. As things stand at present 
it is we who deserve their contempt. They 


have been engaged for years in a struggle 
which we have refused for ourselves, and 
there is no way in which we can dare to 
weigh them in the balance and find them 
wanting. 

If we are to commend the way of 
love to Toc H SA — as we should — we 
must search for the grace which will allow 
us to accept it for ourselves. To do the 
first, without having the courage to do 
the second, would be a great sadness and 
loss. To wash our hands of it all and 
withdraw would be to mark the end of 
any serious claim that Toc H has left to 
be a Christian movement. We will have 
given in to political clamourings which, in 
my judgment, are mostly to do with 
other priorities than Christian ones. 

“Stand up and be counted’ is a cry 
to which we must respond — but among 
whom are we to be counted? Among men 
of indiscriminate or calculated violence, 
whether it be governments or terrorist 
organisations, for whom the death or 
maiming of the innocent is at best an 
unfortunate price which has to be paid? 
Or shall we place ourselves among those 
who believe that they must, above all, 
keep their hands clean, and dissociate 
themselves from anything as dangerous, 
or as unpleasant or as tortured as South 
Africa lest they become contaminated by 
it? Or will we dare to stand among those 
few who will hold to the way of love, no 
matter what it might mean for 
themselves? In a situation so permeated 
with evil as that which exists in South 
Africa, it is only in that small group that 
we can be sure of being in the company 
of Christ. There is no other way in which 
we can bear that humble witness that we 
have promised to bear to the reality of 
those other virtues of loving widely,. 
building bravely and thinking fairly. 
There is no other way to achieve that 
peace with justice which South Africa, 
and we, so urgently need. 

Colin Rudd 
Wheatley, Oxon 


The Lamp and its Ceremonies 


John Morgan (Letters, February) seems 
surprised to find the Ceremony of 
Initiation ‘now referred to as optional’: 
hasn’t it always been so? The wording in 
paragraph 24 in The Rules of the Road 
(mine is a 1934 edition) is ‘The 
Ceremony of Initiation although entirely 
desirable, at the same time is entirely 
optional .. . there will always be some 
who for sufficient private reasons are 
unwilling to be initiated 


Skegg Blanchard 
London 


‘Gunner’ Wilkinson 


May | please use your columns to ask if 
any of your more ‘mature’ readers have 
any recollection of my grandfather who 
was active in the Toc H movement in the 


l have just read my February Point 3 and 
am delighted to see such a wide coverage 
being given to the question of apartheid. 
For a number of years I have felt that 
Toc H were ‘fudging’ on the issue so as 
not to cause embarrassment to South 
African members of our movement. With 
the intensification of injustice to the 
black people it is only right that we 
should at last face up to the problem. 

My sympathy goes out to white 
Toc H members there who are prisoners 
of their own political situation but 
nevertheless they have, as members of a 
Christian body like Toc H, a moral duty 
to be outspoken in their condemnation of 
their government’s apartheid policies. 

When thinking in South African 
terms it would be appropriate to 
paraphrase Bishop Tutu’s words into ‘/ 
am puzzled about what kind of Toc H I 
am in when it is suggested that Toc H and 
politics don’t mix.’ 

In a crude form one could 
compare the situation of Toc H in South 
Africa with the parable of the Good 
Samaritan. It’s like an onlooker going to 
the aid of a traveller robbed and injured 
by thieves but doing nothing to hinder 
the attack taking place at the outset. 

I write as an unashamed activist in 
the anti-apartheid movement and an 
unashamed activist in the political field 
as a County Councillor of the Liberal 
variety! 


Jim Jarvis 
Guisborough, Cleveland 


I was very disturbed to read in Ken 
Prideaux-Brune’s article ‘Apartheid — the 
challenge to us’ in the February issue of 
Point 3, of the ^ .. undoubted racism 
which exists . . . within our organisation.’ 
I have been a member for about 25 years, 
living for most of the time in the 
Croydon area of London where there is a 
large ethnic minority, and on not one 
single occasion can |. recall a racist 


20s and 30s. He was Conrad William 
Wilkinson known to his friends and 
colleagues as ‘Gunner’. He died at the age 
of 43 in 1938, attempting to rescue some 
children apparently in danger of being 
trapped by the incoming tide in Red 
Wharf Bay, Anglesey. 

Reports of the accident, published 
at the time, and tributes paid to him 
following his death, recount that, 
following an Army career in the Royal 
Regiment of Artillery which saw service 
in France, India and China and which was 
completed by six years as Sergeant 
Instructor to the OTC at Bangor 
University, he took over a post at Wern y 
Wylan Model Estate on Anglesey. It was 
from Wern y Wylan that he went on his 
tragic rescue attempt in July 1938. 

It seems clear from these reports 
and tributes that he took a keen interest 
in Toc H. The tributes show that 


statement or incident within the Toc H 
membership. If there are examples of 
racism I hope these will be reported in 
order to justify the statement. When we 
know the circumstances, perhaps we can 
do something to remedy the situation. 

If the claim is based on the 
obvious lack of Toc H members from 
ethnic groups this is surely not an 
indication of racism; after all Toc H has 
for one reason or another also failed to 
enrol 30 million or so eligible white 
people in the UK. Everyone has a right, if 
he or she doesn’t want to, not to join 
Toc H! 

One further point, relating to the 
first paragraph of the agreed statement: 
are all the South African people 


represented by the ANC and/or UDF? I 


was under the impression that there were 
also people living there who are not 
represented by those organisations. 

I hope the CEC will be very 
careful when it formulates its statement 
on this subject not to give the impression 
to those who may be considering joining 
the movement, and to others who may 
have political motives to gratify, that 
Toc H is a racist organisation, which 
undoubtedly it is not. 


Peter Sutton 
Wantage 


It seems extraordinary that the authors of 
the statement appearing in the February 
issué of Point 3 want to consult outside 
bodies about the exchanges with South 
Africa. To regard the ANC or UDF as 
the representatives of the South African 
people is utterly false. What about 
Buthelezi and the great Inkatha 
Movement to which the overwhelming 
majority of the Zulus owe allegiance? Or 
those church and other individuals and 
bodies in the black communities seeking 
change by peaceful means? What about 
the masses cowed into silence and 
submissiveness by the terror tactics of 


ae 


‘Gunner’ was a great and outsta 
figure in Toc H in North Wales. I would 
dearly like to hear from anyone who 
reads Point 3 who has any recollection of 
‘Gunner’. 


David C Price 
Bangor 


We will gladly forward letters. Ed 


Toc H in Northern Ireland 


I read with interest RJR Trefusis’ letter 
in February’s Point 3. While I totally 
agree with him that Toc H should be 
involved in some way in Northern 
Ireland, I believe that this can best be 
done by actually working in the province 
itself. At the end of March, myself and 
one of the other Project Development 
Officers are visiting Belfast on a 
fact-finding mission, with the intention of 
trying to set up a project scheme there. I 
believe that visiting Northern Ireland is 
the best way of finding out what Toc H 
can do there. 


Mick Tierney 
London 


Your letters are continued overleaf. 


political activists? The authors select 
two bodies in violent confrontation with 
each other and linked with acts of ghastly 
assassination. Of course the whole idea of 
getting a consensus of opinion is 
ridiculous. 

The statement implies that Toc H 
in South Africa is less concerned about 
promoting meeting between black and 
white than it used to be. What evidence is 
there? Findings should be based on hard 
facts and not vague feelings. 

While on the field staff I initiated 
the extension of Toc H amongst blacks 
and have since watched with interest the 
developments that have taken place. The 
movement has its weaknesses and is not 
strong numerically. Of course, as in the 
UK, there is prejudice in some quarters 
and there are real problems not easily 
understood by people overseas but it is 
not true that we are less concerned as a 
movement about racial reconciliation. 
One could quote examples, such as a 
letter I recently received from Hossain 
Mohamed, an Asiatic who has worked 
with us for years, first in Cape Town and 
then in Johannesburg. Though a Muslim 
he has studied the Bible. He writes that it 
is only in Toc H that he has seen the real 
effectiveness of Christianity ! 

We out here are grateful for the 
encouragement and support we have 
received from our parent body, not less 
the exchange between young people. It 
would be a sad day if all this came to an 
end because of pressure coming from 
outside Toc H. 


Ossie Joseph 
East London, South Africa 


11 


Continued from 
previous page 


Point 3’s New Look 


I am writing on behalf of Oldham Toc H 
regarding the presentation of February’s 
Point 3. 

We do not think the cover is an 
improvement on previous Point 3s. If it is 
necessary, through cost, to print in black 
and white, surely the spacing could be 
‘improved’? We think it is a mistake for 
the contents to be printed on the front 
cover taking precedence over the Toc H 
symbol. National newspapers do not 
make this error. It does not even state 
this is a monthly magazine. We do not 
think the format, as printed in this 
edition, will catch the attention of the 
public — many Point 3s are distributed to 
public libraries etc and we think it gives a 
bad image of Toc H. 


Margaret Clegg 
Secretary, Oldham 


Regional Democracy 


It was with a sense of dismay that I read 
John Mitchell's letter (February Point 3), 
prompted by John Biggerstaff’s proposal 
in the previous issue that we should move 
towards a regional selection of candidates 
for the Central Executive Committee. 
Why dismay? Dismay because I found the 
Director’s counter-arguments somewhat 
dismissive. Perhaps I read his letter 
wrong; but it seemed to me too like a 
negalion of the democratic principals 
which are the very cornerstone of our 
movement. 

I freely acknowledge that we 
should never plunge willy-nilly into any 
attempt to amend the Royal Charter. The 
matter indeed demands all our careful 
contemplation, and I look forward with 
others to John’s thoughts, views and 
guidance in some future Point 3. But in 
the meantime | find the use of the word 
‘scapegoat’ unfortunate. I feel quite 
certain this is far from the thinking of 
John Biggerstaff — and such terminology 
hardly sets the tone for sound, open 
debate on so worrying and important an 
issue. 

There is, I believe, much merit in 
John Biggerstaff’s proposals. It seems to 
me that his conclusions are based on the 
realisation that the present system of 
CEC candidacy is just not good enough. 
And judged by the clear evidence of last 
November’s Central Council, who can 
quarrel with his assessment? 

Meanwhile, one cannot gainsay 
the challenge implicit in the Director’s 
concluding paragraph. Let us accept it. 
Every region. 


Ernest H Carter 
Welshpool 


[Kenya 


Women of all Races 


Last August I was invited by the Kenya 
YWCA to celebrate their 75th 
anniversary with them and so I flew to 
Nairobi for just over three weeks. 


It was interesting to see how the 
Association had changed and in some 
ways developed, since I left Kenya in 
1965 ; encouraging and reassuring to find 
some of the original African members still 
very active volunteers, women who were 
enrolled as long ago as 1955. 


In April of that year, the local Boy 
Scouts offered the YWCA the use of 
their hut in Whitehouse Road on two 
evenings each week and it was there that 
the first YWCA African and multi-racial 
groups were formed and met. Only last 
month was J told that the hut had been 
put up during the war for Toc H. This 
discovery has given me enormous 
satisfaction, for although in 1955 the 
building was rather delapidated, the spirit 
of Toc H still prevailed, providing one of 
the few places where women of all races 
could meet and get to know one another. 
In 1961 the hut was demolished to make 
way for modern office buildings but by 
then its use was over, for the YWCA was 
completely multi-racial. 


A more recent Toc H/ YWCA connection 
Occurred some years ago when | was in 
Tiruchinapalli, South India. The YW 


invited the local Toc H to a tea-party to 
a 
Poperinge 


ae 
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international 


meet me. After tea and much chatting 
and discussion the YW Secretary asked if 
Toc H had brought their lamp with them; 
of course they had not. Not to be 
deterred however, a candle was produced 
in a brass holder and Light was taken, 
much to the interest of the YWCA 


members. 


India 


In the Kerala State of Southern India, 
there is a branch of Toc H which was set 
up by Tubby himself more than 60 years 
ago. Today, the Trivandrum Branch is a 
pioneering unit of the movement in India 
and is looking forward to embarking on 
some worthwhile projects. 


Vera Harley 


At present the branch does have a few 
schemes underway, the most important 
being the fostering of a child who was 
abandoned by her parents. Meanwhile, 
visits are made to a leprosy hospital 
some 25km away from the Trivandrum 
city, as well as to the Central Prison and 
small village churches in the suburbs. 


The majority of branch members are 
government employees, who occasionally 
get transferred to different areas. This 
tends to make it difficult for the branch 
to get together. Nevertheless, meetings do 
take place once a week. The venue is 
“Wills Hostel’ for college boys, which was 
built 75 years ago. J.Japamony, the 
branch’s Honorary Secretary, tells us that 
the funding came from Harold Temple 
Wills of the famous ‘Wills Cigarette 
Company’. Apparently Mr Wills spent 
most of his earnings on ventures designed 
to relieve the suffering people in India. 
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The Swan’s Group Children’s Christmas party in Poperinge. 


Photo: Sabine Claerhout 
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On the world stage Toc H may be a small, 
almost invisible, organism, but it can still 
make some remarkable connections. 
Take, for instance, Pat Leong, who is 
Chinese and was a keen member of the 
now defunct Singapore Branch. He lives 
at present in Hawaii and has a son living 
in Oregon, U.S.A. Whenever Pat visits his 
son he travels north to spend an evening 
at the Toc H branch of Vancouver. And 


Links across the Wo 


Pat Leong with members of Vancouver Branch. 


rid 


postage stamps to be forwarded to Toc H 
South Africa. Last autumn he went to 
Western Australia and was able to spend a 
morning with Bill Brown at the Toc H 
office in Perth. And we got to hear about 
all this from Agnes Cook in South Wales. 
She visited Vancouver in 1979 and, she 
says, ‘Since then whenever I go to 
Poperinge, Central Council, Alison House, 
Cuddesdon etc, I always send Vancouver 
Branch a postcard to keep in touch’ 
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Queensland Progress 


1987 was a year of progress. Northern 
Suburbs Group has flourished and it 
should be applying for branch status 
shortly. Pine River Group will need a 
little longer to consolidate. We are still 
hoping to have the Lamp flickering in 
Maryborough, and in Cairns in the far 
north of Queensland. We held a 
Leadership Course at Bribie Island in 
January and on 16 April we plan a 
Bicentennial Activity. This should do 
much to let people know that Toc H is 
alive and well. At our AGM in November 
we formed the Queensland Friends of 
Talbot House, so all being well you will 
be hearing from this group in 1988. We 
have also re-established links with the 
Royal Queensland Bush Children’s Health 
Scheme, and we are working well with 
the Duke of Edinburgh's Award Scheme. 
These things are giving us great hope: an 
abundance of goodwill and support from 
both Toc H members and from many 
who are not members. 


Ray Geise 


he brings with him a parcel of used 
News 


from BAOR 


Exercise Starlight Venture 1987 


During the latter part of September 1987, 
Toc H Munster was invited to go on 
exercise with the staff of the British 
Military Hospital Munster and set up a 
welfare shop. The shop/canteen opened 
on the Friday afternoon and continued 
day and night for the next four days. 
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A Mobile Surgical General Field Hospital 
is similar in many ways to the MASH 
programmes on television, and one of the 
main problems faced by staff is the 
boredom of patients. This is because once 
patients have arrived at the hospital and 
have been attended to, they face a long 
wait before being moved on to the next 
stage of the exercise. Exercise Starlight 
Venture was a great success for Toc H, 
since the service it provided proved to be 
a morale booster for the soldiers of both 
British and American Forces. Thanks 
were expressed by both officers and 
soldiers and plans are going ahead for a 
similar exercise in October 1988. 


Queen Mother meets 
Toc H Warden in Berlin 


Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth The Queen 
Mother visited Berlin in September 1987 
in her role as Colonel-in-Chief of the 
Royal Army Medical Corps. Her Majesty, 
who along with her daughter is a Patron 
of Toc H, met Angus Laing the Warden of 
the Toc H Services’ Club in Berlin on her 
visit to the British Military Hospital in 
that city. Toc H mins a kiosk and trolley 
service in the hospital, and Her Majesty 
was complimentary about the useful 
service which Toc H affords her Corps. 


Exchanging Information 


An exhibition was recently held at 
Rheindahlen of Christian voluntary 
welfare organisations, which operate in 
BAOR. The aim was to show those 
Service wives who are training as 
volunteers to work in the newly 
established HIVEs (Help Information 
Volunteer Exchanges) in army garrisons, 
the work done by the CVWW 
organisations, alongside such bodies as 
NAAFI, SSAFA, CRUSE etc. 


Pictured here is Fred Mason, the Warden 
at Toc H Services’ Club Munster, talking 
to Mrs Lee Anderson, the HIVE 
volunteer from Hildesheim. Lee’s brother, 
Roger Michael Harvey, was the first baby 
to be baptised in the new font at All 
Hallows Church in London. Lee’s father 
was a lay preacher with Tubby Clayton in 
the 1940s. 


Australia] 


4 


A 


new 
members 


The following new members were 
registered during January/February. 


Edna M Cox (Biggleswade W), Adrian J 
Marshall (Bridlington Action Grp), Isabel 
G Smart (Chard J), Elsie L Sage 
(Downend W), Edna Kidd, Joyce Pendall, 
Florence Townend (Garforth W), 
Geoffrey Molyneaux (Horwich M), 
William R Adams (Hoveton & 

Wroxham M), Rev Frank A Chappell 
(Leeds & Craven District, [Padre to 
Garforth W Branch] ), Janet Davies 
(Llandrindod Wells J), Dorothy Wardle 
(Luton W), Irene A Waters (Margate W), 
Ronald Giles (Melton Mowbray M), 
Eileen E M Saville (St Annes J), Pauline 
Grant, Patricia Yarborough, John H 
Yarborough (Scartho J Grp), Nancy 
Brooke (Southport J), Jessie Menday 
(Spotlands W), Antoinette Deroo, Nicole 
De Ryck (Swan’s Poperinge J Grp), Mr S 
Morris, Margo Morris, Stella Mortis 
(Thornaby J), Joy 1 M Harvey 
(Wednesfield Outward J Grp), Alona 
May, Glen D Mansfield, David J Crawford 
(Wellingborough Troupers J Grp), Rhoda 
E Johnson (Wroughton W). 


Welcome to 30 new members. 


Sdate 


We apologise for the mistake in last 
month’s Update. It should have read: 


congratulations. 


to Miss Muriel Jones, a member of 
Llandrindod Wells Branch, who has 
recently gained her BA with the Open 


University. 


to Revd Annette Reed (nee Ritchings) 
and her husband, whose daughter Adele 
was born on February 13. 


to the Burgomaster of Poperinge on his 


Farewell to George Berry and 1 7 i 
Congratulations to Jane and Patrick election to the Belgian national 
Rosborough. parliament. 

SLL bi le 


A PhD 
at 6/! 


The pursuit of 
knowledge... 


John Wrigley, who first joined Toc H in 
1938, has recently been awarded a PhD 
at the age of 67! When he was given early 
retirement from teaching in 1980 he felt 
that he ‘just could not retire from active 
service’ so he went back to Bradford 
University to continue his studies . . . He 
examined protein synthesis in the muscle 
of carp fish, and the influence of amino 
acids and hormones. He explains that ‘we 
know about 100 times more about 


he 


muscle protein metabolism (ie building 
and breaking down) in mammals 
compared with our knowledge on fish 
muscle protein’ So he was trying to 
redress the balance. But as in all research 
work, it’s a long haul. It took him five 
and a half years to complete his thesis 
and the next stage is that ‘another 
research student will pick up my thesis, 
read what I have done and carry on from 
there’. An endless chain! 


obituaries__] 


We regret to announce the deaths of the 
following members: 


In October 
Elizabeth A Abberley (Llandrindod Wells) 
Sarah E Ingram (Llandrindod Wells) 


In December 
Clara Aldridge (Springfields District) 
William T G Jones (Earley) 


In January 

Joan W Adams (Wolverhampton) 
Arthur Child (late Sanderstead ) 
Elizabeth Clemons (Fulham) 

Hilda Craddock (Llandudno) 

Francis Edwards (Southdown District) 
David Philip (Avon District) 


In February 

Philip C Cole (Nailsea) 

Dora Hawken (Cleveland District) 

Andre N Lawrence (Criccieth) 

Frank Mawson (Higham Ferrers) 

Christopher J Poulton ( Budleigh 
Salterton) 

Esme M Sharrock (West Worthing) 

Ivor S J Sturmey (Wroughton) 

Grace Travers (Saltford) 

Winifred Williams (Belfairs) 
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We at Hartley Wintney Branch have with 
sadness and great pride said farewell to our 
Chaplain Aubrey Hooper who died in 
December 1987, aged 98. A graduate of 
Emmanuel College Cambridge, Aubrey worked 
with Tubby Clayton at Knutsford after the 
First World War, preparing candidates for 
ordination training. It was at Knutsford, with 
the lasting friendship formed between Tubby 
and himself, that Toc H became a great 
influence on his life. As a priest and headmaster 
Aubrey was devoted to his beloved preparatory 
School, St Neot’s, and to the countless pupils 
who passed through it over many years. During 
this time he saw Hartley Wintney Branch come 
into being, and thereafter became a valued and 
active member. After his retirement from the 
schoo}! he regularly kept in touch, Never have 
we in Hartley Wintney been without his 
interest, influence and cxample. Aubrey 
Hooper's quiet humility, sharp wit and great 
humour will be an everlasting memorial to 
en 

Recently a Memorial Service was held 
at Eversley Church which was packed with 
Toc If members and former pupils of St Neot’s 
who had travelled from all over the country to 
be there. A collection was held which raised 
the sum of £300, which has been sent to Toc H 
headquarters for the Tubby Clayton Fund. The 
Fund makes grants to ordinands and thus 
continues the work done by Tubby and Aubrey 
at Knutsford ail those years ago. Aubrey 
Hooper will be remembered with proud 
thanksgiving by the many people who knew 


him. 
VAC 


Members of the Norwich Women's Branch are 
saddened by the death of one of their longest 
serving members, Dorothy Phillips, aged 89. 
She joined the branch in 1940 and will be 
especially remembered for her work with the 


blind. She took a lively interest in all that we 
did and will be greatly missed for her sense of 
humour and natural charm. 

BR 


Sidney Keen was an active member of Burraton 
Branch. Sid was an open-air man who loved 
walking in the countryside and particularly on 
Dartmoor. He was also a quiz game and 
photography enthusiast, and often entertained 
at the branch and at the local old folks’ home. 
A popular member with a dry wit, he will be 
sadly missed. 7 

JDE 


Earley Branch was saddened in December by 
the death of William T. G. Jones, aged 79 years. 
He first joined Toc H at Beaconsfield in 1936 
and then moved to Reading in 1939. During 
1946, four members of that branch decided to 
start up the branch at Earley ; William was the 
last of the four. He will be greatly missed. 

MJ 


Toc H members of the Isle of Wight have been 
mourning the death of Clarence Wheeler. Clare 
had been a member of Ryde Branch until its 
closure some two years ago. He had been 
District Pilot for more than 12 years and did 
much for Toc H on the Island. Clare was a boat 
builder by trade and had worked in Cowes. He 
had also been a boy scout and was closcly 
connected with the Scout movement for most 
of his life. He was also a Methodist lay preacher 
for 54 years. Clare was a fine Christian 
gentleman and as a sign of how much he was 
loved and respected on the Isle of Wight, his 
local church was full for his funeral service. 

DP 


We give thanks for their lives. 
——S a S 


Well done 


Barry Austin, a member of Central 
Branch, wrote in to tell us about some 
remarkable achievements of his in 1987. 
As part of a local paper’s sponsored 
bicycle ride, he raised £538 for Dr 
Barnardo’s. He was awarded a bicycle as a 
prize — and promptly organised a raffle 
for it, in aid of the Futcher School for 
physically disabled children. He raised a 
total of £1,164! Barry works for British 
Rail, and the BR Rifle Club helped him 
to organise the draw. He has been a 
Toc H member for 30 years. 


West Midlands 
& South Wales 
Regional Rally 


21 May 1988 


at 
Albany Road Baptist Church 
Cardiff 


Further details: Agnes Cook, 59 St 
Isan Road, Heath, Cardiff CF4 4LW. 
Tel: 0222 623507. 


AN Prideaux House 


The Community and Fellowship of 
Friends Anonymous Service 
Prideaux House is not a hotel, nor a boarding house, nor a hostel. It is the home 
of a community of people who have found their faith in God very real and 
relevant. 


Our aim is to offer good quality accommodation in a homely atmosphere for 
that short break in London, near the West End, theatres, shops, museums and 
concerts. Ideally suited for persons attending conferences, courses, business 
meetings, interviews, and for those in need of relaxation. Perfect for groups or 
persons wanting peace and quiet. 


Accommodation is offered in The Stanley Coulson Wing of our Community 
House and Centre in ten single (only) rooms, and all proceeds support our work 
in Hackney. 


Each bedroom has a very high standard of furbishing with own wash-basin. 
There are good shower facilities, lounges, TV Room, small garden and the 
Community Chapel. Wholesome cooking is the norm. Sadly, accommodation is 
not suitable for children, smokers and persons on specific orthodox diets. 


For further information contact: 
The Rev Gualter R de Mello, Prideaux House, Ecumenical Interfaith Centre, 
10 Church Crescent, London, E9 7DL. Telephone: 01 986 2233. 


(If writing, state name of paper, quoting ‘ACC/87’.) 


Gopak 


FOLDING TABLES 


TWO WEEKS FREE TRIAL 


DIRECT FROM 
MANUFACTURER 


GENEROUS DISCOUNTS 


Lightweight aluminium tables 
with maximum strength, 
minimum weight, attractive 
appearance and folding easily for 
compact storage. A wide range of 
sizes and colour tops is available. 


Ideal indoors or outdoors for 
fund-raising events... 


HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS 
used nationwide in Schools, 
Church Halls, Clubs, Housing 
Associations, Hospitals... 
Please send for our FREE 
illustrated price-list with the 
opportunity to TRY A TABLE. 


GOPAK LTD 
FREEPOST, 
Dept TOC, 
Range Road, 
Hythe, Kent, 
CT21 SBR 

No stamp needed 


Alternatively ring 
0303 66704 


‘Tomorrow, 


Today 


Irving Silverwood 
(Huddersfield) Ltd 


Insurance Brokers 


Perseverance House 
Firth Street 
HUDDERSFIELD 
West Yorkshire HD1 3BL 


Telephone 0484 22200 
Telex 51458 Comhud G for Eastwood 


Small advertisements must be received (with 
remittance) five weeks before publication day, 
which is the 23rd of the preceding month. The 
charge is Sp a word (minimum 50p) plus VAT, 
to Point Three Magazine. Rates of display 
advertisements can be obtained from the 
Editorial Office, Toc H, 1 Forest Close, 
Wendover. Telephone: 0296 623911. 


Wanted: Self catering seaside accommodation 
for 6 — 20 August 1988. Should be within 
walking distance of all amenities including 
rail/coach station and beach. South of country 
preferred, but other areas will be considered. 
Willing to pay up to £75 per week inclusive. 
Please contact: Miss Earp, 14 Owen Road. 
Wolverhampton WV3 0HP. 


Toc H and Jimmy Savile Caravans at Whitley 
Bay and Berwick, for disabled people and their 
relatives. £60 pw. Details: Mrs Edith Dodd, 10 
Resida Close, Lemington Rise, Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne NE15 8TQ. Tel: 091 264 3908. 


Hythe, Kent, luxury six berth caravan, fully 
equipped with cooker, fridge. gas fire, WC, 
shower, TV, radio, situated on pleasant site 
with club house and bus service, £60 per week 
including gas/electric. Contact: Tony Cock, 
7 Tournay Close, Lympne, Hythe, Kent 
CT21 4LL. Tel: 0303 69407. 


Holiday accommodation for five at Toc H 
house, 12 Lister Road, Falmouth. £55 per 
week excluding August. Gutiss Tel: 0326 
312689. 


Christian Singles, friendship contacts, 
fellowship groups, social events, nationwide. 
Weekend houseparties. Holidays. Christian 
Fellowship Friendship, Dept 23B, Edenthorpe, 
Doncaster. 


Raise funds quickly. easily. Superb ball-pens. 
combs, key fobs. diaries, etc gold stamped to 
your requirements. Details: Northern Novelties. 
Bradford BD3 8BT. 
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from, the 
centres 


Alison House 


Have you thought of joining one of 
the activities at Alison House this 
year? There are still some spaces 
available on these events, but don’t 
delay. Book today! 


Poetry Weekend 
1 — 4 May Cost: £49.95 
Natural History Weekend 

20 — 22 May Cost: £32.20 


Activity & Leisure Weekend 
10 — 12 June Cost: £32.20 


and in our Summer Programme there 
are three weeks of holidays led as 
follows: 


Majorie Berry 
23 — 30 July Cost: £95.00 
Painting Week 

Tutor: Harry Muscott 
30 July — 6 August Cost: £97.00 
Norman Brew 


6 — 13 August Cost: £95.00 


Contact: 


Alison House, Intake Lane, Cromford 
Matlock, Derbyshire DE4 3RH 


Tel: 062 982 2316 


Cuddesdon 
House 


Gardening Project 
27 —29 May 
see Project Booklet 


Holiday Weeks 

4 — 8 April & 21 — 27 May 
Cost of bed and breakfast: £6.00 
Cost of evening meal: £6.00 


Craft Project 
23 — 25 September 
see Project Booklet 


New Year House Party 
31 December — 2 January 
Cost: £27.00 


Applications and enquiries to: 


The Warden 
Cuddesdon House, Wheatley Road 
Cuddesdon, Oxford OX9 9HB 


Tel: 086 77 2004 


Come along to 
The Garage Sale 


16 April 1988 
11.00am — 3.00pm 


Single beds, a cooker, kitchen 
equipment, household fabrics, 
bicycles, doors, and various pieces of 
furniture. 


Colsierdale Centre 


Families in Toc H 


1 — 3 April 


A weekend for young families who 
find it difficult to find the time for 
Toc H activities. A creche facility will 
be available to allow mums and dads, 
as a group, to explore how to combine 
a young family with an involvement in 
Toc H. 


Subsidised Cost: £20 per family. 


Leisure Interest 


A series of three leisure interest 
weekends. Each weekend will be led 
by someone with a knowledge of, or 
interest in, the specified subject. 


Folk and Craft 
27 — 30 May Cost: £15.00 
Naturalist 

10 — 12 June Cost: £14.00 
Painting and Photography 

2 — 4 September Cost: £14.00 


Easter at Cuddesdon 


A chance to experience something of 
the drama of the events leading to 
Easter Day. The only planned 
activities are services where the drama 
will unfold. The rest of the time is for 
you to spend as you wish. 


Cost: £41.00 full board. 
{reductions for children under 12 ). 


Painting & Music Weeks 


Week 1 
23 — 30 July Cost: £75.00 * 
Week 2 
30 July — 6 August Cost: £75.00 * 
{Campers £16.00) * 

Week 3 
22 — 29 October Cost: £75.00 * 
* Children under 12: 

2/3 of the adult rate. 


Apply to: 
The Rev C.R. Rudd, 42 Beech Road 
Wheatley, Oxford OX9 1UR 


Tel: 086 77 4795 


Wanted for the Cuddesdon 
Covered Way Project 


Three people, with some expertise, to 
oversee the filling-in of the covered 
way leading from the main house to 
the Chapel. Volunteer labour will be 
used but supervision is necessary as the 
groups will be undertaking the 
building of a kitchenette. ~ 


If you can help, please contact: 


The Warden 
Cuddesdon House, Wheatley Road 
Cuddesdon, Oxford OX9 9HB 


Conservation in Colsterdale 
4 — 6 November 


In conjunction with the Swinton 
Estate, we will be planting young 
sapling trees as an amenity and to 
encourage wild life. We will be given 
instruction by an estate forester 
({there’s more to it than ‘meets the 
eye!). 


Cost: £12.50 
(A subsidy may be available ) 


Contact : John Dunwell, The Toc H Centre, Colsterdale, Masham, Ripon, North Yorks HG4 4NN. 
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